County Commission Meeting June 3, 2025

The board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 9:30 a.m.  County Commissioners present were Shannon Dieterle, Sandra Felchle and Roddy Schilling.  Others present: Allan Tinker, McClusky Gazette editor

Chairman Dieterle called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the previous meeting was sent out by email and mail.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve the minutes as is, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.


The following fees were approved for the month of May, 2025:



County Recorder – fees, $1,050.00



County Sheriff – fees, $263.40 
A & G Trucking, 3,588.00; Advanced Business Methods, 2,478.76; Bentz Supply Store, 326.61;


Bravera Insurance, Inc., 21,659.00; Braxxten Wanner, 395.46; Carrie Krause, 63.00; Central Plains Water District, 70.11; Country Auto Clinic, Inc., 149.04; Fargo Inn And Suites, 79.99;
Fireside Office Solutions, 467.25; First District Health Unit, 9,422.00; G And R Controls Inc., 1,318.00; Interstate All Battery Center, 19.40, Kotaco Fuel  And Propane, 2,279.95; Maertens Welding And Machine Co., 386.12; McClusky Gazette, 461.66; McClusky Grocery, 64.63;
McLean Co. Auditor,
5.62; McLean-Sheridan Rural Water Board,
71.36; Mechanics Plus,76.26;
Menards, 94.87; ND Association Of Counties, 63.00; ND Weed Control Association, 285.00;
;NDPOA, 40.00; NDSU, 653.17; ODP Business Office Solutions, 121.50; Travis Ostrom, 106.42; Power Plan, 3,708.83; Rhoads Home Improvement,
750.00; Statewide Services, Inc., 6,955.00; Swanston Equipment Corp., 2,900.00; The Herald Press, 165.00; Tyler Technologies, Inc., 2,480.00; Uniform Center, 159.99; Verizon, 489.72; Vestis, 247.71; Visa, 855.11

The time being 9:30 a.m. an interview with Robert Giese, McClusky, for the equipment operator position was held.  Questions were asked and answered.


The Auditor presented the bill from the ND Adjutant General for the 2.4 hours of Blackhawk active Guard Reserve Pay and personnel cost in the amount of $3,209.27 that is the 25% local (County) share to pay for battling the wildfire by Nature Conservancy acres area south of Denhoff.  The auditor was instructed to send a copy of the bill to the States Attorney for further action and not pay the bill until further notice.


Melissa Pfennig, Weed Control Board Chairperson, and Jon Strobel, Denhoff, met with the board.  Pfennig introduced Jon Strobel who is interested on being on the weed board and is an agronomist that would be a great asset to the weed control board.  The weed control board is working on having two weed control crews for this season. It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve appointing Jon Strobel, Denhoff to the County Weed Control Board, effective immediately seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Pfennig requested setting up a Verizon wireless account for wireless access (Jet pack) to tablets/ipads for GPS software for weed control crew. The board instructed Pfennig to contact Sheriff Naser to work with Verizon County contact representative.  Installing a water line into the weed control shop will be looked into whether the county road crew will dig in the line or a contractor will be hired to dig in the line is yet to be determined that will be discussed at the Weed Control Board meeting tonight.  Pfennig reported leafy spurge sitings are on the rise in the County and the best way to eradicate it was to spray it with Tordon.

At this time County Commissioner Felchle made a motion to approve the years 2023 and 2024 abatement of taxes filed by Albert Krueger being he is eligible for Homestead Credit on the residential structure located in the SW4 1-149-77, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The County Insurance policies were reviewed for the new year for the County Liability, County Vehicles and County Equipment.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the county insurance policies as is, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The County employee appreciation picnic at Hoffer Lake was set for Wednesday, July 16th at 6:00 p.m. Further details will be discussed at the July Commission meeting.

The time being 10:30 a.m. an interview with Laine Ehlers, Underwood, was to be held. Mr. Ehlers was a no show.


Byron Belile, Road Foreman, met with the board to discuss road and culvert projects to be worked on and suggested to post in tax statement letter to call the Auditor’s office before anything is being built in the rural areas whether needing a building permit or check if a variance permit is needed for set-back requirements depending on how close to the road the building project is. 

The time being 11:15 a.m. the interview with Kolby Berreth, Bismarck, was held for equipment operator.  Questions were asked and answered.


Trent Naser, Sheriff, met with the board to report on the counter security window in the Social Services office was installed by Rhoads Improvement and looks good.  Naser also reviewed office security quotes for other offices in the courthouse.  Chairman Dieterle stated the exterior walls of the Courthouse takes priority for now, so the office security quotes were tabled until exterior walls of the Courthouse were taken care of or know more by this fall with grants.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the Detention Service Agreement for Juvenile Services at $400.00 per day rate from July 1st 2025 thru June 30, 2027, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried. 

The time being 1:00 p.m. an interview with Brian Engle, Goodrich, was held for the equipment operator position.  Questions were asked and answered.


The time being 1:30 p.m. an interview with Logan Hartleib, McClusky, was held for the equipment operator position. Questions were asked and answered.


A conference call with Robert Giese was done at this time to offer the equipment operator position to him at $21.00 per hr.  Giese accepted the offer.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to hire Robert Giese immediately at $21.00 per hr. for equipment operator for the northwest Motorgrader route, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes,  Dieterle - yes  Motion carried.

It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to increase Brian Galvin wages to $23.00 per hr. effective starting with next pay period for additionally managing the GRIT road mapping software, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle -yes Motion carried.

A conference call was made to Kolby Berreth to offer him $21.00 per hr. for the mechanic shop assistance position.  Berreth rejected offer.

The time being 2:00 p.m. the County Equalization meeting was held.

COUNTY EQUALIZATION MEETING JUNE 3, 2025

The Sheridan County Board of Equalization met at 2:00 p.m. Members present were County Commissioners Sandra Felchle, Shannon Dieterle, and Roddy Schilling.  Others present were Tanya Mueller, Tax Director; 

Chairman Dieterle called the meeting to order.   The Auditor and Tax Director reported on equalized properties as follows:

The 1st order of business was the equalization of agriculture property. In January the calculation process of the State Tax Commissioner’s office estimated an average per acre ag value for Sheridan County be set at $534.83 per acre from $493.08 last year that would have been a 8.47% increase, however; the Sheridan County Commissioners voted 3-0 to increase only to 3%. The agricultural property total values for Sheridan County were reported at $13,943,309 in taxable value for 550,728.96 acres. The per acre value of $506.31 is within the 10% tolerance allowed by the State Tax Dept.  Everyone was given the opportunity to be heard. No objections were given.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the ag values as reported above, seconded by County Commissioner Felche.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Fechle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The 2nd order of business was the equalization of residential property. The residential assessments were increased as returned by the assessors and local boards. A total increase of 1% increase in residential true & full values from last year.  Tanya Mueller, Tax Director, reported the residential sales ratio came in at 94.12 so Sheridan County is within the 10% tolerance allowed by the State Tax Dept.  Everyone was given the opportunity to be heard.    It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve the residential true & full value of $30,949,991, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.  

The 3rd order of business was the equalization of commercial property.  Tanya Mueller, Tax Director reported the sales ratio came in at 99.8%, so Sheridan County is still within 10% tolerance allowed by the State Tax Dept.  The Auditor reported there was less than a 1% decrease in commercial values from last year.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve the commercial true & full values of $10,408,284, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried. 

The County Auditor reported that one mill county-wide is estimated to generate $16,194.86 per mill including estimated central assessed utilities.  An increase of $292.63 per mill from the 2024 mill levy estimate.

The County Auditor reported the State Land Abstract assessments for in lieu of taxes was increased 3% in assessments on 2,397.48 acres for a total true & full value reported of $1,134,140.

The County Auditor reported the ND Game & Fish Abstract assessments for in lieu of taxes were increased 3% also on 28,655.25 acres for a total true & full value reported of $11,676,170.

The County Auditor reported the Non-Profit organization assessments were increased 3% on 9,625.06 acres for a total true & full value reported of $3,824,180. It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve all the state land abstracts as is, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The Auditor reported there were 14 Veteran Service Credits and 65 Senior Citizen Homestead Credit applications that were filed as per assessors submitted.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the Veteran Service Credit and Senior Citizen Homestead Credit applications as filed, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.
Tax Director, Tanya Mueller, reported that Denhoff Twp. needs to be entered into the software yet otherwise all Twps. have been assessed and Mueller will need to start re-assessing over again.  The board stated to have twps. re-assessed every 5 years at the very least other than new building permits that are filed.
There being no further business the County Equalization meeting adjourned.
_______________________________

____________________________




Auditor




   Chairperson
Bryon Belile will hire Jaden Wahl at $15.00 per hr. to help in the county shop for now. Belile discussed constructing a metal shelter over the rear entrance of the Courthouse steps to allow county employees to safely enter the rear entrance into the Courthouse.  The board agreed.


Another conference call was made to Kolby Berreth to offer him $22.00 per hr. with an increase of over $23.00 per hr. after the 1st of the year.  Berreth said he had to think about it and get back to the Auditor’s office of his decision.

Brian Engle will continue to operate the extra motorgrader as a temporary position as needed until further notice.

Discussion of purchasing a gravel trailer was held to haul more gravel as needed in the County. Prior approval of purchasing a gravel trailer for up to $30,000 was agreed upon if one was found before the next meeting.
It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve adding the parcels that had trusts onto the Primary Residence credit list as filed in the Auditor’s office that were eligible according to NDCC 57-02-08.9, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes Motion carried.


The Auditor reported a raffle permit was issued to the Sheridan County 4-H Council with the raffle being held at the 4-H building July 9, 2025.


The auditor reported the NDACo workmen’s comp. group is returning some safety credit monies back to the Counties for following the safety discount programs.

The County Commission meeting adjourned until June 20th at 10:00 a.m. for a pre-conference meeting with Knife River contractor and Wold Engineering for the south Martin farm to market road project.
__________________________________

_________________________________



Auditor





Chairman

County Commission Special Meeting June 13, 2025
The board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 1:00 p.m.  County Commissioners present were Shannon Dieterle, Roddy Schilling and Sandra Felchle on conference call.
Chairman Dieterle called the meeting to order and stated the purpose of the special meeting was to discuss hiring a deputy Sheriff and purchasing a truck and trailer for hauling gravel.


Sheriff Naser and County Commissioner Schilling did interview a Deputy Sheriff applicant earlier in the week.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to hire Travis Tesch, Garrison, as Deputy Sheriff at $62,000.00 now and January 1st he would be bumped up to $65,000.00, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Deputy Tesch will start the end of June.

Schilling reported he looked at a year 2000 Rancho 44 ft gravel dump trailer from Tinman Trucking, Bismarck for $30,000.00 and if the County bought the trailer Tinman would let the Semi go for $22,000.00 with it.  The semi is a blue year 2003 International, that has 500 hp., with 10 speed, short frame sleeper and new tires.  Felchle reported she found an individual to do semi-truck driving training for the remaining road crew that don’t have license to drive semi’s.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to purchase the semi and trailer for $52,000.00 from Tinman Trucking, Bismarck, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned.

___________________________________

__________________________________



Auditor





Chairman

County Commission Meeting June 20, 2025


The board of County Commissioners met at 9:30 a.m.  County Commissioners present were Shannon Dieterle, Sandra Felchle and Roddy Schilling.  


Chairman Dieterle called the meeting to order.  The purpose of the special meeting was to discuss purchasing a new Deputy Sheriff vehicle and a preconstruction info meeting with the contractor and Wold Engineering.


Trent Naser, Sheriff, met with the board to report on prices for a new Deputy Sheriff’s 2024 Black Ford utility vehicle with a straight V6 thru Redrock Ford, Dickinson, in the amount of $43,650 w/remote start and 5 yr power train warranty.  The other state bid of a 2025 Ford utility vehicle with Nelson Ford was at $49,639 w/remote start.  Naser also requested to have used radar equipment, lightbar, etc. upfitted into the new vehicle that would be around $17,800 to be added onto the loan total.   Naser received financing quotes from Bravera Bank, McClusky at 5.3 % - 5.5% and Stockgrowers Bank, Forman at 4.0% - 4.4% depending on the length of loan.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felche to approve purchasing a 2024 Black Ford Explorer with Red Rock Ford in Dickinson and finance thru Stockgrowers Bank for 5 year loan at 4.4% interest for a total loan amt of $61,450.00 with first payment starting in Febuary, 2026 at $13,713.69 per year, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  There is no penalty to pay off loan earlier.  Upfitting the radar equipment in is out about 6 mths. until radar equipment will be able to get installed out of Pelican Rapids, MN is the closest service center.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve purchasing a Taser, In car camera and body cam thru Axon Enterprises, Co. on a 3 year lease thru the Sheriff’s budget, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The time being 10:00 a.m. the preconstruction meeting was held for reshaping, milling and repaving the south 6.8 miles farm to market road from Martin. Present were Derrick DeBoer, Knife River Materials; Bemidji, MN; Mike Rivinius and Jon Martin, Wold Engineering, P.C. representatives, Bismarck.  Contact info was presented and the schedule of start-up date for reshaping, milling and repaving will be early September and completion date will be by the end of September depending on the weather.

Discussion on applying for State Flex grant road funds that details will be coming out this fall to know what road project to apply for next.  Wold Engineering will come up with some options for the August County Commission meeting on road projects to apply for.

New County gravel and hauling rates will be determined at the July County Commission meeting with the purchase of the semi and trailer.


The Auditor reported a low interest loan thru the Bank of ND for any infrastructure costs is available now, however; the board is unsure how much of the loan at this time is needed until grants are applied for this fall for the Courthouse exterior walls.  Low interest loans will be available again next year also.


Meeting adjourned.

__________________________________

______________________________
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