County Commission Meeting January 7, 2025

The Board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 1:25 p.m. as the County Park Board meeting was held first and went over 1:00 pm..  County Commissioners physically present were Shannon Dieterle, Sandra Felchle and Roddy Schilling was on conference call.


Chairman Dieterle called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the previous meetings were emailed and sent out.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call – Felchle  – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The following statement of fees were approved and submitted to their appropriate funds:


County Recorder, fees – November - $1,270.00



County Recorder, fees – December - $1,610.00



Sheriff, fees - $140.00


The miscellaneous receipts were collected for the following funds and were approved for the month of December, 2024:



General - $48,329.14


Unorganized Rd. Dist. - $1,853.17


County Road - $36,963.00

Highway Dist. - $21,540.13


Weed Control - $50.00

911 fees - $1,912.53


Veterans Van Service - $1,506.88

Itemized listing of miscellaneous receipts are on file at the County Treasurer’s office.


The December payroll warrants #82071-82099 were approved from the following funds:



General - $38,715.59


Highway Dist. - $19,941.61


Veteran Service Officer - $574.22
County Agent - $1,736.00



Weed Control - $100.00

Civil Defense - $746.98



911 – $739.03



Veterans Van Service - $1,295.50


The following bills were approved and ordered paid subject due to delinquent or any other indebtedness owing the County:
Ottertail, $988.67; Pitney Bowes, $224.58; Offroad Software, Inc.,
$7,500.00; Volk Excavating, $4,306.15; Visa, $269.76; Vestis, $247.71; Verizon Wireless, $457.84;Verizon,$31.90; Tyler Technologies, Inc.,$6,880.00; TAO Interactive, Inc.,$599.95;Stock Growers Bank
,$39,594.16;

RV Enterprises, $18,723.00; Premium Gutter Solutions, LLC,$9,317.57; Power Plan, $673.44;

Travis Ostrom, $142.19; ODP Business Office Solutions,$280.88; NRG, $24,931.76; NDLTAP- UGPTI
,$125.00; ND County Commissioners Assoc., $1,085.00; ND County Auditors & Treasurers Assoc.,$400.00; ND Association Of Counties,$17,217.48; ND 911 Assoc., $100.00;
National Sheriffs Association, $125.00; NACo,$450.00; Mountain Plains Youth Services, $1,750.00; Menards,$249.93; McLean Sheridan Rur. Water
,$68.87; McLean Family Resource Center,
$125.00; McClusky Gazette,$112.20; Marco Technologies LLC.,$185.67; Lewis And Clark Dev Council,$2,472.54;Lautts Auto Body And Towing,$7.40;Kotaco Fuel  And Propane, $2,874.36; ITD,$821.85;Hoffmann, Delbert,
$108.54;Heringer Lumber,$20.98;Govern Soft, $16,424.00; Robert Giese,$23.33;GDCD,$5,260.45;First District Health Unit,$9,729.00;
Sarah Crimmins, $373.61;CO-OP Elevator,$6,631.03;CNH Industrial Accts.,$152.17; City Of Mcclusky,$900.00; Bentz Supply Store,$854.36; Axon Enterprises, Inc.,$7,370.64; Aflac Inc., $187.92; Advanced Business Methods, $1,938.12

The first order of business was to organize the board and elect a Chairman for the ensuing year.   County Commissioner Felchle nominated County Commissioner Dieterle as Chairman of the board.   It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle that nominations cease and cast a unanimous ballot for County Commissioner Dieterle, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The 2nd order of business was to elect a Vice-Chairman of the board for the ensuing year.  County Commissioner Schilling nominated County Commissioner Felchle as Vice-Chairman of the board.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling that nominations cease and cast a unanimous ballot for County Commissioner Felchle as Vice-Chairman of the board, seconded by County Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

Robert and Jason Parsons, McClusky Twp. landowners, met with the board to disagree on the ditch weed mowing bill they received.  They mowed it early October to the best they could with their brush hog equipment.  Some areas may not have been cut 9ft wide but gave good faith effort.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to cancel the ditch mowing bill of Robert Parsons, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

Tanya Mueller, County Director of Tax Equalization, met with the board to report on the ag values for 2025 from the ND State Tax Commissioners office.  Mueller stated that NDSU has Sheridan County ag average values at $534.83 per acre for 2025 and currently Sheridan County ag average value from last was at $493.08 or 92% of average ag value.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to increase the ag values by 3% and be at 95% of  the average ag value and still be within a 10% tolerance allowed by the State Tax Commissioners office, seconded County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Allan Tinker had questions on the cropland values.  Mueller also reported that she will be on medical leave for up to 4-8 weeks starting February 5th.


It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to transfer funds as follows:

$50,000.00, Transfer from General fund to Highway Dist., for operating expenses

$15,000.00, Transfer from General fund to 911 fund, for operating expenses

$2,000.00, Transfer from General fund to Civil Defense, for operating expenses
$129,434.94, Transfer from Farm to Market Road Fund to County Road,for operating expenses


Seconded by County Commissioner Felchle. Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

Lynnette Fox, County Treasurer, met with the board to report on County CD’s.  Also that she met with a Bravera Bank finance representative on a sweep account for the money market account that will earn interest on every dollar every day.  The sweep acct would need to have a minimum of $250,000 balance and would earn 2.15% interest.  The CD’s were left as is until the April meeting and re-look again at that time.

Trent Naser, County Sheriff, and Maurice Hardy, Dakota Central Social Service Board Executive Director, met with the board to report that windows on the main floor were checked out and they are able to be locked after figuring out the locking system on them. The Auditor was instructed to still contact Fargo Glass, Minot, if there is a better locking options for the 1st floor windows in the Courthouse.  Security issues within each office were discussed also. Naser will check into prices on security office partitions for each office and get estimates back to the County Commission.   Courthouse door locks and vault combinations will be looked into by a locksmith upon request of each office that has any issues.  Naser reported he will be gone a week in February due to medical leave. Naser needs a supervisor officer to oversee his office in his absence.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve up to $38.00 per hr. for hiring a licensed law enforcement officer for extra help to fill in, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote -  Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Naser also stated that the Back the Blue grant funds that were allocated by the last legislature for incentive to hire licensed officers that needs to be paid out by the end of March this year or will need to be paid back to the State.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve paying out the Back the Blue funds to the licensed officers in the Sheriff’s officer by the number of months of served to Sheridan County, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Naser also reported the MOU with McClusky-Goodrich School District was approved by the Dept of Justice grant.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to instruct Naser to start advertising for a full time experienced Sheriff’s Deputy/School Resource Officer position for wages up to $65,000.00, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Attending the next School Board meeting was discussed.  The board also sent in a request to the ND State Highway Patrol to request weight enforcement be done again on Sheridan County roads.  

It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to cancel the ditch mowing bill for the Bureau of Reclamation in the amount of $150.00 due to an error, seconded by County Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call – Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes  Motion carried.

Byron Belile, Road Foreman, met with the board to report on JD tractor/mower from the County Park is in working order now after some repairs were done to it and will be kept to be used at the County Park or if the road crew can use it.  Tree cutting in the road ditches where needed and installing new road signs will be done this month. Sander was repaired and sand and salt is available now. County Commissioner Schilling requested that the roadside winrows be spread more out over the road next fall so ditch mowing can be done better.

Melissa Lauer, County Recorder, met with the board to request purchasing a lap top for her office from out of her document preservation fee account being she is alone in the office in case she would be out of the office for days.  The board suggested to get a quote from NRG for next month’s meeting.

It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to re-appoint LeRoy Becker to the County Water Board for a 3 year term, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to re-appoint Sherry Korus to the County School Reorganizing committee for a 3 year term, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to re-appoint Shannon Dieterle to the Dakota Central Human Services Board, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to adopt the following rates for County Board’s pay and their secretaries/clerks as follows:

Sheridan County Policy for all County Boards/Secretaries

Clerk- $100.00 per mth. - Salary. (No per meeting pay) – No meeting payment

(The County pays no one for drive time- just mileage rate)

Meetings – Reimbursed for up to 1 meeting per day.

County Meeting Rate - $100.00 per meeting regardless of special or regular, except water resource board members as cited in NDCC 61-16-08(2.)

(Meetings must be noticed to McClusky Gazette & County Auditor’s office – regular & special meetings and held in a public place, so Sheridan County public can attend)

Board – No hourly rate – No extra duty

District meeting/Conference/Out of County  - $20 per hour at a maximum of $100 per day.

seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

At this time, setting the County Commission monthly meeting dates and time were discussed.   It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to have meeting dates held the first Tuesday of each month at 12:30 p.m. until March 2025 or unless posted otherwise, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle to appoint the following to County boards or County appointed positions, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes  Motion carried.


Tina Majors & Amanda Botts – County Park Board – Each year


Coroner – Sheriff, Trent Naser – Each year


Travis Ostrom – Service Officer – Each year


Delbert Hoffman  – Civil Defense & 911 Coordinator – Each year

Tanya Mueller – Director of Tax Equalization – Each year
It was moved by Commissioner Felchle, seconded by Commissioner Schilling, and carried that the Chairperson of the Board, Shannon Dieterle, the County Auditor, and the County Treasurer, be appointed the members of the purchasing board for the ensuing year, 2025. Upon roll call – Dieterle – yes, Felchle –yes Schilling – yes.  Motion carried.   The County Officials and Janitor are therefore requested to requisition to the Board of County Commissioners at their regular meetings for all larger items such as furniture, equipment, etc. that exceeds over $1,000.00 and that they have the approval of the purchasing board on all smaller items.

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle, seconded by Commissioner Schilling and carried that the Auditor be authorized to pay the following items by Auditor’s warrants during the year upon authorized payrolls, workmen compensation premiums, unemployment insurance, withholding tax, county shop, county park, courthouse electricity and water bills.   Upon roll call – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle - yes.  Motion carried.


It was moved by Commissioner Felchle to charge the unorganized townships $600.00 per township for the Director of Tax Equalization to provide assessment duties for 2025, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by Commissioner Felchle, seconded by Commissioner Schilling, that the following banks be designated as County Depository Banks. Upon roll call vote: Felchle -  yes Dieterle– yes, Schilling – yes. Motion carried.




Bravera Bank, McClusky & Dickinson




Dakota Heritage Bank, Harvey

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle that the County employees be paid .70 per mile for necessary travel or if the set rate is higher from the ND Office of Management and Budget during the year, seconded by Commissioner Schilling. Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle– yes  Motion carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle that the Elected Officials and Appointed Officials receive a 5% increase for 2025 salaries/wages as follows, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote - Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes   Motion carried.

County Auditor



 51,076.98
Sheriff





 70,357.60
County Recorder



 31,535.00
Treasurer



             38,160.82
States Attorney (Part time)

  
 30,000.00

County Commissioners


 13,565.36 each

 





(Plus mileage and expense)

Veteran’s Service Officer
       

   7,235.16
Civil Defense Director


   9,450.00 

911 Coordinator



   9,349.11
Risk Manager



  
   6,401.02
Tax Director




 32,709.27
        

And Salaries of Deputies, Clerk, etc. be set as follows:

Auditor – Deputy



 30,449.39
Sheriff – Chief Deputy


 56,461.24

   Office Clerk

       

 25,295.17

   Special Deputies-

               Law Enforcement Assistance up to
        38.00 per hr.

County Sheriff Deputy

  
 52,500.00
County Agent (County’s 50% Share) 
 27,237.00
County Agent Clerk



 23,696.40


Janitor




  
 32,172.02
Janitor Extra help



      500.00

States Attorney Clerical


 10,710.00

Weed Board Members


       100.00 per mtg.

County Park Board Commissioners
      
       100.00 per mtg.

Planning & Zoning Board members
  
       100.00 per mtg.

Weed Board Secretary


       100.00 per mth.

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle that the Highway employee’s wages be as follows for 2025, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote –Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

HIGHWAY EMPLOYEES – hourly wages – Annually

Wages for full time operators (Plus Benefits):
            
Annual         

Road & Shop Foreman





33.11 per hr.

Northwest Area Blademan




           
28.00 per hr

Martin Area Blademan                                                                       23.36 per hr

McClusky Area Blademan





23.56 per hr

Goodrich Area Blademan





22.50 per hr

McClusky Shop Assistant




            19.85 per hr

Wages for part time laborers/operators (No benefits):

Per Hour 
Common Labor, Tarring Streets, Picking Rocks, etc.
   
   15.00

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle that the County employees that do not arrive for work due to inclement weather, even though the Courthouse is open, shall take a vacation or sick day off at the employee’s discretion to compensate for that day, seconded by Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote –Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes, Schilling –yes  Motion carried.

           It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle that the County annual twp. maintenance charges stay at $180 per mile for 2025, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling. Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.  
            The County Agent narrative for December was read and filed.  Hippology practices have kicked off with contests starting the end of January.  The annual Central Dakota Ag Day in Carrington was held December 16th with a record turnout. Also the Women in Agriculture was held December 17th in McClusky with a great turnout too. Hay sampling is continued to be done.  Private applicator pesticide training sessions will start in January. Shop talks will be held in January also.

Tracy Stein, Deputy Auditor, met with the board to request pay for extra work hours due to transitioning of new accounting software.  It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to approve that the Deputy Auditor work up to 40 hrs. per week to allow extra hours for transitioning over to new accounting software, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle. Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes, Schilling –yes  Motion carried.

 It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to adjourn the meeting, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  All voting “Aye” the motion carried.

_____________________________

_____________________________



Auditor




Chairman
