County Commission Meeting April 4, 2023


The Board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 11:00 a.m. as amended due to incoming snow storm.  County Commissioners present were Sandra Felchle, Roddy Schilling and Shannon Dieterle.


Chairperson Felchle called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the previous meetings were sent out in the mail and email.  Commissioner Dieterle moved to approve the minutes as is, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The Statements of fees were collected and submitted to their appropriate funds:


County Recorder, fees, $458.00



Sheriff, fees, $438.60


The Miscellaneous receipts were collected from the following funds and were approved for the month of March, 2023:


General - $66,707.58


Unorganized Rd. Dist. - $4,833.83


Highway Dist. - $14,175.75

Weed Control - $26.13



911- $1,891.40


Veteran’s Van Service -  $2,697.10


An itemized listing of miscellaneous receipts are on file in the County Treasurer’s office.


The March payroll warrants #79163-79196 were approved from the following funds:



General - $45,029.44


Highway Dist. - $20,526.00



Emergency - $6,187.96

Veteran Service Officer - $546.88


County Agent - $205.40

911- $847.99



Civil Defense - $815.38

Veterans Van Service - $656.50


The following bills #79214-79251 were approved and ordered paid subject due to delinquent or any other indebtedness owing the County:

Western Frontier Ins Agency, 735.00; Aramark,199.67; Bentz Supply Store, 557.00; McClusky Gazette, 454.20; Jerome Distributing, Inc., 54.00; Western Distributing, 73.83; Chester’s Tavern, 220.00; WRT, 752.86; CO- OP Elevator, 12,072.29; ND Association Of Counties, 714.42; Fireside Office Solutions, 6.20; Odp Business Office Solutions, 754.00;Little Falls Machine Inc, 77.79; Lawson Products, Inc.; 542.27; Power Plan, 814.53; ND States Attorney Assoc., 300.00;  Mechanics Plus, 115.42; NDLTAP-UGPTI, 25.00; Nd Weed Control Association, 275.00; Flash Printing, 153.25; NRG, 285.70; GDCD, 856.86; Statewide Services, Inc., 265.00; A&G Trucking, 31,075.00; Menards, 16.97;Visa, 1,357.27; Holens Super Valu, 126.15;Verizon Wireless, 439.72; Mclean Family Resource Center, 125.00; Sarah Crimmins, 489.64; McLean Co. Auditor, 30,000.00; Kotaco Fuel And Propane, 2,409.20; Purchase Power, 128.73; Office Of Atty General, 310.00; Goodrich City, 250.00;Jeremy Wilson,163.75


Snow removal complaint letters from Boone & Schiller/New Germantown twps. were read and discussed and will be forwarded onto the County Road Foreman, Bryon Belile.  The twp. letters also inquired about 13th street NE in Fairview Twp. to be added to the County Farm to Market Road system being it is built up to same specs as farm to market road and traveled on a lot.  The auditor reported the 3 miles on 13th Str. NE in Fairview Twp. and 5 miles in Wells County to the East was rebuilt by the Bureau of Reclamation in exchange for the closing of various section lines in the Lonetree Management Area according to a Resolution signed off by the Sheridan County Commissioners December 3, 1991.  So 13th St NE road in Fairview Twp. is still a twp. road not a County road on the CMC federal aid road system.

The Auditor presented an email from EDF Renewables that the Lincoln Valley wind project has been terminated in Sheridan County due to the project was assigned large costs to connect to the local power grid and was challenged by steep charges to use that system. So EDF Renewables decided to not continue to invest in a project with such high uncertainty of success.

Trent Naser, Sheriff, met with the board to report he received two more quotes on vehicle laptops as requested by ND Dept. of Emergency Services for a Homeland Security Grant.  NRG was the lowest quote at $10,313.31for the laptops w/adapters and $1,575.00 for installation with the grant covering $7,200.00 plus adapters and scanners at $420 each and GPS pucks at $65.99 each for a total of $13,346.28.  It was moved by Commissioner Schilling to approve purchasing the laptops from NRG and scanner and receiver from Route 1 for total of $13,346.28, seconded by Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.    Naser also reported that Delbert Hoffman is planning on retiring from the Sheriff’s office possibly in October, 2023.  Naser will start advertising for a Deputy Sheriff Position to train in with Hoffman.  Naser also reported he is applying for the COPS 5 year grant for a School Resource officer position salary plus benefits for in the McClusky-Goodrich School at 75% federal and 25% local match for the first 3 years then 2 years after to be maintained by County/School. The position would be 2/3 County employee and 1/3 School Resource officer and needs to be a new fully licensed peace officer not someone within the office already hired.  It was moved by Commissioner Dieterle to set the minimum starting salary at $50,000.00 if COPS grant is approved for a School Resource Officer, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The County Agent Narrative was read and filed.  The 4-H judging season came to a close with great success. Sarah Crimmins participated in many trainings and meetings such as the FEMA mitigation meeting, hosting Spring Fever Garden Forums on Mondays from March 20th until April 10th, annual performance review with district director, Extension livestock spring calving workshop, Sheridan County weed board meetings, Extension Range programs meeting, and Women in Ag Planning meetings.  The Sheridan Assoc/Crop Improvement meeting with the SCD Awards banquet is being planned for April/May.  Crimmins will be collaborating together with the County Nurse of going into the local school to teach “On the move to better health” program for 5 weeks.

The Auditor presented an agreement letter to hire Rath & Mehrer, P.C., Bismarck do the bi-annual County Audit for 2021-2022 years.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the auditor sign the agreement letter to hire Rath & Mehrer, P.C. complete the bi-annual County audit not to exceed $14,000.00, seconded by County Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The cement bids for the County shop located in Martin plus a separate bid for floor heat to be installed were discussed and instructed the County Auditor to publish the bid letting that will be opened on May 2nd at 10:00 a.m.


The time being 1:00 p.m. the County Commission recessed for the County Park meeting at 1:00 p.m.  The County Commission meeting reconvened at 2:00 p.m.

Bryon Belile, Road Foreman, met with the board to report on snow removal and equipment issues.  Steve Cullom’s wing on his motorgrader was frozen so machine was brought in the McClusky County Shop to thaw off.  Motor grader training will be held this summer again for all operators.  Road crew has been working weekends and into the evenings to get snow cleaned off the roads.  Wold Engineering was contacted by conference call to inquire about 3 miles (the LR-2S) road in Fairview twp. (13th Str. NE) that was re-built in exchange of closing Lone Tree Area section lines and how to possibly add it to the federal aid county road system.  Wold Engineering will email County Auditor Murray a sample letter of justification to request to the NDDOT if the 3 miles can be added to the federal aid county road system.  Some extra federal funding would be received but probably not enough to keep up 3 extra miles of maintenance.  Contacts to Wells County will be done to see if the 5 miles in their County was added to their federal aid county road system and if Fairview twp. would relinquish the 3 miles to the County.

It was moved by Commissioner Dieterle to adopt the following load limit regulations, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

The Board of County Commissioners again appeals to the public for cooperation in observing LOAD LIMIT REGULATIONS on County Roads.  Owing to the present conditions of the roads it is absolutely necessary to observe these restrictions if roads are to be saved this Spring:

SINGLE AXLE – 300 pounds per inch width of tire, plus 2,000 pounds, not to exceed 12,000 pounds

TANDEM AXLE – 300 pound per inch width of tires, not exceed 12,000 pounds per axle

NOT TO EXCEED 6 TONS PER AXLE.

In case road restrictions are not observed it will be necessary to enforce the law regarding such restrictions.
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The auditor was instructed to send a letter to John Deere to lease a 135-PTO HP tractor for 8 months in the amount of $21.00 per hr. for 250 hrs. and to lease a 135-PTO HP tractor for 12 mths. at $22.00 per hr. for 400 hrs.


Naser met with the board again to report that Hoffman’s deputy vehicle has 90,000 miles on it and the state has no orders available for Sheriff’s vehicles at this point maybe this fall or beginning of the year will open up again.

The new guidelines for the Elmer Jesme conference was reviewed and are to be finalized for the August Elmer Jesme Conference meeting.

The Auditor reported the NDACo Legislative Wrap-Up will be May 8th online only.


There being no further business the meeting adjourned.
______________________________________
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