County Commissioners Meeting January 2, 2024

The Board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 12:30 p.m. as set.  County Commissioners present were Sandra Felchle, Roddy Schilling and Shannon Dieterle.  Others present were:  Allan Tinker, McClusky Gazette Editor

Chairperson Felchle called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the previous meeting was emailed and sent out.  It was moved by County Commission Schilling to approve the minutes as sent, seconded by County Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.


The following statement of fees were approved and submitted to their appropriate funds:



County Recorder, fees  - $867.00


Sheriff, fees - $291.85


The miscellaneous receipts were collected for the following funds and were approved for the month of December, 2023:



General - $58,707.71


Unorganized Rd. Dist. - $72,990.14


Secondary Road - $21.00

Highway Dist. - $84,251.10


911 - $1,899.10


Veteran’s Van Service - $928.53

Itemized listing of miscellaneous receipts are on file at the County Treasurer’s office.


The December payroll warrants #80415-80442 were approved from the following funds:


General - $36,775.17


Highway Dist. - $18,600.25


Veteran Service Officer - $546.88
County Agent - $1,643.16



Weed Control - $100.00

Civil Defense - $678.39



911 - $652.30



Veteran’s Van Service - $1,154.90


The following bills were approved and ordered paid subject due to delinquent or any other indebtedness owing the County:

Aramark, 246.31; Tanya Mueller, 493.87; Northland Health Center, 363.00; Stock Growers Bank, 39,594.16; General Roofing Const., 51,996.00; ND Association Of Counties, 26,557.32;  City Of McClusky, 890.00; Uniform Center, 385.46; McLean County Treasurer 573.74; Butler Machinery Company, 378.90; ODP Business Office Solutions, 182.52; ITD, 784.10; McLean County Sheriff’s Office, 34.75; McLean-Sheridan Rur. Water, 64.96; Power Plan, 276.09;  Advanced Business Methods, 1,576.46; Morning Joy Farm Kitchen, 21.30;Sarah Bedgar, 53.71; Central Plains Water District, 31.00; Sheridan County Weed Board, 243.07; Kamile Moderegger, 66.16; Scott Spear, 53.08; Jerome Distributing, 54.00;NDSU, 160.00;Lewis And Clark Dev Council, 2,454.59; NDDOT, 141,409.64;United Printing, 48.00; First District Health Unit, 9,537.25; NACo, 450.00; NRG, 197.64; James Paulus, 107.20; Statewide Services, Inc., 50.00;  A & G Trucking, 520.00; Central Dakota Enterprises, 250.00; Menards, 33.44; Visa, 793.35; Govern Soft, 13,990.00; Holen’s Super Valu, 24.08; Offroad Software, Inc., 7,500.00; Verizon Wireless, 457.47; Bryon Belile, 10.00; TAO Interactive, Inc., 599.95; McLean Family Resource Center, 113.90;Tyler Technologies, Inc., 27,666.98; Sarah Crimmins, 645.71; Wold Engineering, PC., 2,030.00; WRT, 236.24; Purchase Power, 35.94;Axon Enterprises, Inc., 7,370.64; Office Of Attorney General, 155.00; Lautt’s Auto Body & Towing 2,353.57


The first order of business was to elect a Chairperson of the Board.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to nominate Shannon Dieterle as Chairman of the Board. Nominations ceased and unanimous vote was cast for Dieterle. Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

The 2nd order of business was to elect a Vice-Chairperson of the Board.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to nominate Sandra Felchle as Vice-Chairman of the Board.

Nominations ceased and unanimous vote was cast for Felchle.  Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried. 


Trent Naser, Sheriff, met with the board to discuss Deputy Kothrade vacation hours after the accrued 30 day roll over will not be used up by end of December/January payroll.  Deputy Kothrade is requesting to extend vacation hours out further due to he couldn’t take time off with scheduling with one less deputy.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to allow Ben to carry over 40 hours of vacation over the next 4 mths. as a one-time offer being Sheriff’s office is down one less officer, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle. Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes.  

It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve a utility permit to WRT install fiber optics to 1650 4th Ave NE by boring along 5th Ave NE and 16th Str. NE in Harris Twp., seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.
Tanya Mueller, County Director of Tax Equalization, met with the board to report the ND State Tax Commissioner’s office emailed the agricultural value per acre for the 2024 assessment can be decreased by 2% to be within the state tolerance allowed. Upon recommendation by the County Director of Tax Equalization, iIt was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to decrease the ag land valuations by 5% for 2024, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  Mueller explained the primary residence tax credit for up to $500.00 that will be taken off the 2024 tax statement that will need to be applied for online thru the ND State Tax Commissioners Office by March 31, 2024.  Mueller also reported that she has just McClusky twp. to assess and then just to maintain from there.
The Auditor reported the State Legacy funds of $62,751.05 were received in December. 
It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle that the Auditor was approved to deposit the legacy funds into the Highway Dist. fund to cover road crew salaries, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Motion carried.

The following transfer of funds were approved:

$15,000.00 from General Fund to 911 Fund, operating expenses

$40,000.00 from General Fund to Highway District, operating expenses

$2,000.00 from General Fund to Civil Defense, operating expenses


It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to re-appoint Kevin Vietz to the County Water Board for a 3 year term, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to re-appoint Tracy Stein to the County School Reorganizing committee for a 3 year term, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to adopt the following rates for County Board’s pay and their secretaries/clerks as follows:

Sheridan County Policy for all County Boards/Secretaries

Clerk- $100.00 per mth. - Salary. (No per meeting pay) – No meeting payment

(The County pays no one for drive time- just mileage rate)

Meetings – Reimbursed for up to 1 meeting per day.

County Meeting Rate - $100.00 per meeting regardless of special or regular, except water resource board members as cited in NDCC 61-16-08(2.)
(Meetings must be noticed to McClusky Gazette & County Auditor’s office – regular & special meetings and held in a public place, so Sheridan County public can attend)

Board – No hourly rate – No extra duty

District meeting/Conference/Out of County  - $20 per hour at a maximum of $100 per day.
seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

At this time, setting the County Commission monthly meeting dates and time were discussed.   It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to have meeting dates held the first Tuesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. unless posted otherwise starting in February, 2024, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.
It was moved by Commissioner Felchle to appoint the following to County boards or County appointed positions, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes  Motion carried.


Troy Stein & Michael Axt – County Park Board – Each year


Coroner – Sheriff, Trent Naser – Each year


Travis Ostrom – Service Officer – Each year


VACANT  – Civil Defense & 911 Coordinator – Each year
It was moved by Commissioner Felchle, seconded by Commissioner Schilling, and carried that the Chairperson of the Board, Shannon Dieterle, the County Auditor, and the County Treasurer, be appointed the members of the purchasing board for the ensuing year, 2024. Upon roll call – Dieterle – yes, Felchle –yes Schilling – yes.  Motion carried.   The County Officials and Janitor are therefore requested to requisition to the Board of County Commissioners at their regular meetings for all larger items such as furniture, equipment, etc. that exceeds over $1,000.00 and that they have the approval of the purchasing board on all smaller items.
The time being 2:00 p.m. the rural water resource board members Kevin Vietz, Damon Tessmann, LeRoy Becker and Engineers, Jason Westbrock and Joel Toso with Barr Engineering, Bismarck, met with the County Commissioners to review the data collected in the County hydrology study. Others present was Tim Erdmann, Denhoff Twp. supervisor. Vietz reported a $110,250 grant that 75% was received from FEMA for the water board district to do a County hydrology study to review culverts that can be enlarged when wet disaster years happen for FEMA documentation is almost complete.   Westbrock and Toso presented a powerpoint on culvert areas in the County.  A couple of books and a map were printed along with a digital jump drive of the County hydrology study that will be on file at the County Auditor’s office.  At this time the maps were reviewed further in back Auditor’s office to add a few more sites to be checked out being some funding was leftover from the grant.

The time being 2:30 p.m. the County Commissioners recessed for the County Park meeting.  The County Commission reconvened at 3:00 p.m.  

Ted Keller, with General Contractors & Roofing, Carrington, met with the board to report that the Courthouse roof was completed except for a cap to go over a drain was ordered and will be installed prior to April when the manufacturing company will be out to inspect for warranty to meet their standards.  Keller requested to know asap. when the exterior courthouse wall project could be put in the 2024 work schedule.  The auditor reported the grant notification will be sent out in February then will let Keller know if exterior wall project was approved.

Jack Dwyer, ND Water Board Association lawyer, met by conference call with the board and water board to discuss SB2372 in regards to multi-water sheds that they could each have their own governing water boards to follow water shed/basin boundaries.  If that were the case Sheridan County could have 4 governing water board districts being there is 4 watersheds/basins within Sheridan County.  It is up to the County Commission to approve or not approve any budgets if funding was requested.  Dwyer is working on new language in law changes for next legislative session to allow neighboring governing water boards or joint water boards to work together with joint power agreements so large water shed/basin boards would not need to be created and stay more local control within each County. For now as long as communication is made between neighboring joint water boards/sheds will work until NDCC is changed being there is no penalty.  The Sheridan County Rural Water Board will look into entering into joint powers agreement with neighboring watersheds.

Damon Tessmann, Boone Twp. Supervisor, requested to have maps of tracking the motorgrader routes to know when roads are maintained.  County Commissioner Felchle stated only a 60 day look back is recorded thru JD application.  Felchle and Auditor’s office will look into providing motorgrader maps.


Steve Kensmoe met with the board to report he had already mowed the two miles in Prophets Twp. Road Foreman Byron Belile reported the weed mowing  just needed to be touched up.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to cancel Steve Kensmoe weed mowing bill in Prophets Twp. being it was mowed earlier, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote- Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.

It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to cancel Roland Bromley weed mowing bill in Holmes Twp. being road is a minimum maintenance road, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Motion carried.

Byron Belile, Road Foreman, met with the board to report on sewer needs to be installed in county shop at Martin.  More contacts will be made to nearby contractors. The 2022 skidsteer was delivered December 19th and works really well for digging trees out in the right of way ditches.  The skidsteer trailer was purchased from Andrew Majors, McClusky, in the allowed $5,000.00 budget. 14 ply tires are needed yet for the skidsteer trailer.  Vacation days have been used up for the road crew.  Sander is set up and ready to go when icy. County Commissioners encouraged Belile to use sander truck on north McClusky highway as soon as it is needed.
It was moved by Commissioner Felchle, seconded by Commissioner Schilling and carried that the Auditor be authorized to pay the following items by Auditor’s warrants during the year upon authorized payrolls, workmen compensation premiums, unemployment insurance, withholding tax, county shop, county park, courthouse electricity and water bills.   Upon roll call – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle - yes.  Motion carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Schilling to charge unorganized townships $600.00 per township for the Director of Tax Equalization to provide assessment duties for 2024, seconded by Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes  Motion carried.


It was moved by Commissioner Felchle, seconded by Commissioner Schilling, that the following banks be designated as County Depository Banks. Upon roll call vote: Felchle -  yes, Dieterle– yes, Schilling – yes. Motion carried.




Braver Bank, McClusky & Dickinson




Dakota Heritage Bank, Harvey
It was moved by Commissioner Schilling that the County employees be paid .67 per mile for necessary travel or if the set rate is higher from the ND Office of Management and Budget during the year, seconded by Commissioner Felchle. Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle– yes  Motion carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Felchle that the Elected Officials and Appointed Officials receive a 5% increase for 2024 salaries/wages as follows, seconded by Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote - Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes   Motion carried.

County Auditor



 48,644.74
Sheriff





 67,007.24
County Recorder



 36,083.38
Treasurer



             36,343.64
States Attorney (Part time)

  
 30,000.00

County Commissioners


 12,919.39 each

 





(Plus mileage and expense)

Veteran’s Service Officer
       

   6,890.63
Civil Defense Director


   9,260.06 

911 Coordinator



   8,903.91
Risk Manager



  
   6,096.21
Tax Director




 31,151.69
        

And Salaries of Deputies, Clerk, etc. be set as follows:

Auditor – Deputy



 28,999.42
Sheriff – Chief Deputy


 63,522.83

   Office Clerk

       

 24,090.64

   Special Deputies-

               Law Enforcement Assistance
        25.00 per hr.

County Sheriff Deputy

  
 53,772.61
County Recorder– Deputy

  
 29,393.57
County Agent (County’s 50% Share) 
 25,924.00
County Agent Clerk



 22,429.22


Janitor




  
 30,640.02
Janitor Extra help



      500.00

States Attorney Clerical


 10,710.00

Weed Board Members


       100.00 per mtg.

County Park Board Commissioners
      
       100.00 per mtg.
Planning & Zoning Board members
  
       100.00 per mtg.

Weed Board Secretary


       100.00 per mth.

It was moved by Commissioner Schilling that the Highway employee’s wages be as follows for 2024, seconded by Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote –Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes,  Motion carried.
HIGHWAY EMPLOYEES – hourly wages – Annually

Wages for full time operators (Plus Benefits):
            
Annual         

Road & Shop Foreman





31.53 per hr.

Northwest Area Blademan




           
26.68 per hr

Martin Area Blademan                                                                       21.00 per hr

McClusky Area Blademan





22.44 per hr

Goodrich Area Blademan





21.00 per hr

McClusky Shop Assistant




            18.90 per hr

Wages for part time laborers/operators (No benefits):

Per Hour 
Common Labor, Tarring Streets, Picking Rocks, etc.
   
   15.00

It was moved by Commissioner Schilling that the County employees that do not arrive for work due to inclement weather, even though the Courthouse is open, shall take a vacation or sick day off at the employee’s discretion to compensate for that day, seconded by Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote –Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes, Schilling –yes,  Motion carried.

           It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to increase the County annual twp. maintenance charges from $170 to $180 per mile effective immediately, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling. Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.  


Discussion of abandonment of the Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator employee office with no notice to the County Auditor’s office or County Commissioners of reason not in the office for the last 3 weeks.  It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to terminate Wayne Houston as Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator for job abandonment effective immediately and health insurance benefits be cancelled as soon as can be, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling. Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes Motion carried. Sheriff, Trent Naser was contacted to deliver Houston a letter of notification for being terminated from his positions and pick up keys from him for the office and the Courthouse to be delivered to the County Auditor’s office.  The County Auditor was instructed to send out email to County employees to see if any County employee’s are interested in adding duties on to current positions to be discussed at the February meeting.

 Felchle reported that States Attorney, Ladd Erickson received a letter back from Attorney General’s office that the County was correct in not allowing clerk and same clerk be a board member working on and off with-in the weed board and not get paid for each position.

The County Agent December narrative was filed and reviewed.   Sarah Crimmins was at McClusky-Goodrich School in December and taught the 5th and 6th graders about noxious weeds and ways to control them. Crimmins encouraged the students to participate in the Weed Control Poster contest.  The annual STEM challenge was held for 2nd graders on Power Protectors that included sustainable energy – wind, solar and water energies.  19 students participated.  4-H Hippology judging practice started the end of December and will be held every Wednesday after school.  Mr. Axt will be coaching 4-H crop judging after school at the school.  In Extension Ag, Crimmins and Sarah Bedgar from McLean County Extension and Lisa Pederson, NDSU Ext. Livestock and BQA specialist held a training session on Beef Quality. 14 participants learned about raising quality beef and becoming BQA certified. Crimmins assisted Kamile, McLean County FCW agent with a Holiday Charcuterie Board class. 31 participants learned how to create their own nutritional snack board and enjoyed an evening together before Christmas.  Other events and activities Crimmins attended were Women In Ag event; Disasters, Diseases and Decisions workshop; Central District Monthly call; 4-H shooting sports Archery instructor training and certification; Disabilities Awareness Workshop; DYSP Planning meeting; Sheridan County Extension Advisory Council Meeting; Central Dakota Ag Day in Carrington; Forage sampling; various other online trainings.


The meeting adjourned.
_____________________________________
_________________________________



Auditor





Chairman
County Commission Meeting January 11, 2024


The board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. on call of the Chairman. County Commissioners present were Shannon Dieterle, Sandra Felchle and Roddy Schilling.

Others present were Wayne Houston.  Ladd Erickson, States Attorney and Tracy Stein, Deputy Auditor on conference call.


Chairman Dieterle called the meeting to order.  The purpose of the special meeting was to hear an appeal on the termination of Wayne Houston as Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator, to act on Multi-Hazard Resolution and to set salary for new Veteran’s Service Officer for 2024.


Wayne Houston reported he had some mental health issues and has been on medical leave and requested re-instatement of his County job duties as Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator and presented letters from his doctor and counselor.  Commissioner Felchle stated no notice of medical leave has been filed with the County Auditor’s office or County Commissioners to being on medical leave.  Felchle presented three letters from the McClusky ambulance members and the public in regards to Houston lacking in the Emergency Manager position duties.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to deny the appeal of the termination of Wayne Houston as Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle that no sick leave will be eligible to use being notice of sick leave was never given to the Auditor’s office and to pay out remaining vacation time, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried. Erickson stated all County property will need to be returned to the Courthouse if Houston has anything elsewhere.  Sheriff Naser will do inventory with Houston in his office at a later date.  An email will be sent out to County employees if anyone in house would be interested in adding the Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator duties to their position to consider at the February County Commission meeting. The Sheriff will be the interim Emergency Manager/911 Coordinator for now.

Travis Ostrom, new County Veteran Service Officer, met with the board to discuss the salary for his position.  Ostrom reported he has had military members who served at Camp Lejeune that have diseases come about from then that they are filing medical help for.  Half of the internet service at Ostrom’s home and half of Ostrom’s regular cell phone service can be reimbursed upon copy of bill received like was done with Jim Paulus being he works from his home.   It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to pay $15.00 per hr. for 40 hrs. of training in December, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling. Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to pay the same as budgeted for 2024 salary in the amount of $574.22 per month to Travis Ostrom for the Veteran’s Service Officer position, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Felchle – yes, Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.  

It was moved by County Commissioner Felchle to approve the multi-hazard mitigation Resolution as follows, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling. Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.
Sheridan County, ND Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan

WHEREAS, the County of Sheridan recognizes the threat that natural, man-made or technological hazards and threats pose to people and property within our community; and


WHEREAS, undertaking the hazard mitigation actions will reduce and/or eliminate the potential for harm to people and property from future hazard and threat occurrences; and


WHEREAS, and adopted Multi-Hazard Mitigation is required as a condition of future funding for mitigation projects under multiple Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Pre- and post-disaster mitigation grant programs; and


WHEREAS, the County of Sheridan participated in the preparation of this plan in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and


WHEREAS, adoption of the 2024 Sheridan County, ND Multi-Jurisdictional Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan demonstrates the commitment to hazard mitigation; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sheridan County Commission adopts the 2024 Sheridan County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan pending final approval by the North Dakota Department of Emergency Services and Federal Emergency Management Agency.
Signed this 11th day of January, 2024

Attest:_______________________________
Signed:____________________________

Shirley A. Murray, County Auditor


Shannon Dieterle, Chair








Sheridan County Commission


It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to adjourn the meeting, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Motion carried.
_____________________________________
___________________________________



Auditor





Chairman

