County Commission Meeting November 7, 2023


The Board of Sheridan County Commissioners met at 12:30 p.m. as set.  County Commissioners present were Sandra Felchle, Roddy Schilling and Shannon Dieterle.  Others present were  DuWayne DeKrey, GDCD Executive Director; Tracy Stein, Rural Water District Secretary; Mike Rivinuis, Wold Engineering Rep; Joe Castle, Baranko Bros. and Allan Tinker, McClusky Gazette Editor


Chairperson Sandra Felchle called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the previous meeting was sent out by mail and email.  It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the minutes as is, seconded by County Commissioner Felchle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes, Dieterle – yes  Motion carried.


The following statements of fees were approved and submitted to their appropriate funds:


County Recorder, fees, $824.00



Sheriff, fees, $614.20


The miscellaneous receipts were collected for the following funds and were approved for the month of October, 2023:



General - $62,420.53


Unorganized Rd. Dists. - $12,277.74


Highway Dist. - $1,126.00

Highway Dist. - $18,130.75


911 - $1,911.14


Veteran’s Van - $4,334.29

Itemized listing of miscellaneous receipts are on file at the County Treasurer’s office.


The October payroll warrants #80120-80154 were approved from the following funds:


General - $40,497.00


Highway Dist. - $22,971.31


Veteran Service Officer - $546.88
County Agent - $1,643.16



Weed Control - $5,689.13

Civil Defense - $678.39



911 - $652.30



Veteran’s Van Service - $1,677.40

The following bills were approved and ordered paid subject due to delinquent or any other indebtedness owing the County:

Aramark, 246.31; Bentz Supply Store, 167.09; Flyway 200, 427.60; NDAAEA, 75.00;  McClusky Gazette, 616.00; Jerome Distributing, Inc., 54.00;Shirley A Murray, 88.43; Expressway Suites, 176.40; Helm Excavating Inc., 5,000.00; Baymont, 288.90; Softchoice Corp., 291.51; WRT, 802.33; CO- OP Elevator, 8,531.49; ND Association Of Counties, 646.86;  Sylvia Schell, 88.43; Tracy Stein, 85.15; ND State Radio Communication, 5,895.45; Butler Machinery Company, 265.69; Fireside Office Solutions, 456.75; ODP Business Office Solutions, 783.06; Nordak North Publications, 459.00; ITD, 1,503.40; Newman Traffic Signs, 177.53;  McLean Sheridan Rur. Water, 66.44; Village Family Service Center, 1,500.00; Intoximeter, 315.00; Power Plan, 752.06; Heringer Lumber, 311.17; Advanced Business Methods, 192.60;  NDSU Extension Service, 5,294.92; NDDOT, 29,139.05; The Herald Press, 226.50; Atco International, 179.25; Bismarck Hotel And Conference, 192.60; Mechanics Plus, 1,085.64; James Paulus, 426.01; A &G Trucking, 49,460.00; Central Dakota Enterprises, 1,750.00; RV Enterprises, 58,560.00; Verendrye Electric Coop., 1,032.00; Menards, 108.64;Visa, 6,947.48;  NDAE4-HYW, 100.00; Holen’s Super Valu, 43.95; WM Of WI-MN, 1,261.95;Verizon Wireless, 459.74; Mayola Holen, 14.00;Lynnette Fox, 88.43;Pharm Chem, Inc., 63.90; Sarah Crimmins, 819.62; McLean Co. Auditor, 11.22; Wold Engineering, PC, 48,378.75; WRT, 472.48;Lynn Vietz, 807.00; Kotaco Fuel And Propane, 5,181.39; Purchase Power, 137.44;Axon Enterprises, Inc., 1,669.20; Office Of Atty General, 240.00;Charles Netzloff, 4,260.00


DuWayne DeKrey, GDCD General Manager, met with the board to give an overview on a few items.  The recreation benefits GDCD returns 20% of its one mill levy to qualifying recreation projects within the 28-county district through the matching Recreation Grant Program.  Since 1990 Sheridan County has received $126,127.06 for many projects at the Hoffer Lake Recreation Area.  GDCD has developed irrigation from the McClusky Canal and in 2017 completed an Irrigation Master Plan.  Currently nearly 8,000 acres are irrigated out of the canal. Over $2.0 million has been invested in the McClusky Canal irrigation projects.  The federal MR&I water supply program provides a source of funding to water projects in ND.  Together with GDCD MR&I program they have provided McLean-Sheridan Rural Water over $745,000 to date. Also the GDCD MR&I Water Supply Assistance Grant Program provides funding assistance to offset costs of new customer hookups to a rural water system. So far $2,325.00 has been awarded to McLean-Sheridan Rural Water District. An update on the Red River Valley Water Supply Project will provide water from the Missouri River to Cooperstown along highway 200 by McClusky by an underground pipeline to deliver water in times of drought. 150 ft. easements are being acquired from area landowners. Materials leftover and reclamation is worked out with the landowners.   Roads being closed to producers was a concern of the board. DeKrey stated one road/section line at a time will be closed up to 48 hrs. are allowed then the road/section line has to be re-opened.  The Project leaders will continue user outreach meetings in the near future. The RRVWSP in Sheridan County will start sometime in 2025.

Mike Rivinuis, Wold Engineering, P.C., met with the board to report on the Flex Road Fund grant available thru NDDOT due by December 31, 2023. Rivinuis will provide an estimate on the south Martin farm to market road to do an overlay, widening and extend another mile by the December Commission meeting.  The Pickard farm to market grade raise road project is open to thru traffic and one detour still needs to be reclaimed.  Joe Castle, Baranko Bros., reported the one detour site will be reclaimed, signs removed and haul roads maintained yet weather permitting this month. If not done in November, then project will be first on their schedule in the spring.  The board approved the Pickard road project as completed for NDDOT bids criteria with no liquidated damages to incur.

Trent Naser, Sheriff, met with the board to report on Sheriff vehicle State bid prices. A Ford 150 pickup is priced at $48,849 and a Ford Expedition is $52,952 both with no equipment installed.  It would take 4-6 months to receive vehicle.  The board agreed to have Sheriff Naser order a new Ford Expedition for the sheriff’s office in the amount of $52,952 and one new radar unit in the amount of $3,000.   Naser reported the COPS grant was denied for a part time School Resource Officer/part time Deputy Sheriff.  The demand for funding far exceeded the funding available.  County Commissioner Felchle stated if the McClusky-Goodrich School is still needing a School Resource Officer they need to bring a plan of funding to the County Commission.   Naser reported he did receive $1,000 for a taser gun from the Bismarck Veteran’s gaming representing the Reunion Grill & Bar, McClusky.   Naser introduced his new Deputy Sheriff, Carson Kraemer, who started working November 1st. Naser stated they were getting all the paperwork filed for Deputy Kraemer to be a licensed officer and will be attending the police academy in January in Bismarck.

The time being 2:00 p.m. the hearing on minimum sale prices for real estate forfeited to the County was held at this time. No one appeared.  It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to approve minimum sale prices as set and filed in the Auditor’s office, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.  The forfeited land sale will be held November 21, at 10:00 a.m. in the County Auditor’s Office.

It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to accept option 1 for the (2) 2023 JD 772 G Motorgrader leases, one lease in the amount of $76,406.76 for 5 years that includes damages to trade-in of 2018 motorgrader and other lease in the amount of $76,544.23 for 4 years both with walk away at the end of the lease in case County would change to Caterpillar then, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The time being 2:30 p.m. the County Commission meeting recessed for the County Park Board meeting.  The County Commission meeting reconvened at 3:00 p.m.

James Paulus, Veteran’s Service Officer, and Travis Ostrom, McClusky, met with the board to present letter of resignation of James Paulus as Sheridan County Veteran’s Service Officer effective December 31, 2023.  Paulus reported Travis Ostrom is willing to take over the Veteran’s Service Officer position and will complete two weeks of training prior to January 1st, 2023.  Paulus will still oversee the Veteran’s Van Service and be a driver.  It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to accept Paulus’s resignation and hiring Travis Ostrom, McClusky, as Veteran’s Service Officer effective January 1, 2024, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The County Auditor reported that being Governsoft, (the county’s current accounting and payroll computer program) is going to terminate by the end of 2025 due to owner is retiring. Sheridan County will need to find new software programs in the near future.  The County Auditor reported that the auditor’s office, County Treasurer and Tax Director have viewed a webinar by CPT (Counties Providing Technology) from MN and the software is still more DOS based that needed updating. Tyler Technologies was also reviewed and is a web based software to allow for more transparency of info. The County Auditor presented the license and services agreement with Tyler Technologies, Plano, TX, for new software programing of the County financial and payroll services for review.  It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to approve the Tyler Technologies agreement in the estimated amount of $245,732 for payroll, General ledger, tax interface, inventory, accounts receivable and web based modules for payroll and taxes to be online that includes training and conversion of data and history of data from the old software program (Governsoft) to Tyler Technologies with a down payment of 25% of the modules and $31,353 annual maintenance after the 1st year going live all to be paid out of ARPA funding, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.  The County Auditor reported a survey throughout the state showed 31 Counties going with Tyler Technologies, 12 counties staying with or going to Software Innovations, 4 Counties staying with or going to CPT-Counties Providing Technology and the rest were unsure yet.  The counties surrounding Sheridan County were all going with Tyler Technologies that will also help if questions or support in the conversion or thereafter.  Conversion of new software will take place later in 2024.

It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to introduce the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

LEASE PURCHASE AGREEMENT AND RELATED DOCUMENTS AND CERTIFICATES


BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of the Sheridan County, as follows:

1.  It is hereby found, determined and declared that it is necessary and desirable and in the best interests of Sheridan County (Lessee) to acquire 2018 John Deere 772 G Motor Grader & 2022 John Deere 325G Skid Steer by entering into a Lease-Purchase Agreement dated as of October 18, 2023 and Supplement to Lease-Purchase Agreement dated as of October 18, 2023 (collectively, the “Lease”) by and between Lessee and Stock Growers Public Finance, LLC (“Lessor”).  Such Lease is hereby approved substantially in the form presented to this board and on file in the office of the County Auditor.
2. The Chairperson of the Lessee is hereby authorized to execute the Lease on behalf of Lessee, and to execute such other certificates and documents as may be necessary and appropriate to effectuate the transactions contemplated by the Lease.  The Lease and the related documents may contain such necessary and appropriate variations, omissions and insertions as the Chairperson shall determine to be necessary, and the execution thereof by the Chairperson shall be conclusive evidence of such determination and its approval by this Board.

3. Lessee does not reasonably anticipate that it will issue tax-exempt obligations (not including “Private activity bonds” as defined in Section 141 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended) in an aggregate amount in excess of $10 million during the calendar year in which the Lease commences.  The Lease is designated as a qualified tax-exempt obligation for purposes of Section 265(b)(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, relating to deductibility of interest by financial institutions.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by County Commissioner Roddy Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Where said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.
Dated this 7th day of November, 2023.

ATTEST:




_________________________________

________________________________
Chairperson

County Auditor



_________________________________







County Commissioner







_________________________________







County Commissioner

It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve adding year 2022 delinquent weed mowing road bills to land owners as special assessments as on file at the County Auditor’s office, seconded by County Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

Bryon Belile, Road Foreman, met with the board to report on graveling ordered was not hauled yet by contractor for on Hellman twp. roads. Bales are still in the ditches on road right of way farm to market roads. Being muddy, the board instructed to wait to burn bales after the December County Commission meeting.  The plumbing is roughed in and done at the Martin Shop. Midwest doors will be bringing new garage door for Martin shop.  Sewer should be installed later this week also.  All the federal aid roads shoulder right of ways have been mowed.  Unorganized road right of ways will be mowed when snow melts.  New JD Skidsteer hasn’t been delivered yet. The new 2023 JD Goodrich motorgrader has some brake issues so when done it will be delivered.  Robby, Con, and Steve attended the winter maintenance class in Williston last week.  Wings are installed on the north McClusky and Martin motorgraders so far.  Roads will still need to be bladed in later November after this wet weather and snow melts and dries up. No Jake brakes allowed sign on north McClusky City road has been already posted for some time.  A red flag will be posted on the same sign to be noticed more.  When new skidsteer arrives, trees and posts need to be removed along the road right of way in many areas of the County.  The County Sheriff’s two older laptops are up and running for the road crew to do online training/webinars now also.  The third old Sheriff’s laptop is set aside for the new weed control officer.

It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to approve the County Federal Aid Program 2024 sheet as filed in the County Auditor’s office, seconded by County Commissioner   Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle –yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The County Agent narrative was read and filed. The County Agent narrative reported that it was National 4-H week October 1-7 with a county-wide coloring contest in the McClusky-Goodrich School to promote National 4-H week. A 4-H Fun Run was held with over 27 participants. The Sheridan County Awards banquet was held on October 15th with over 100 in attendance.  A 4-H food drive will be held in November to benefit the Sheridan County Food Pantry.  Activities that Sarah Crimmins did in November was help judge the Envirothon event in Washburn, attend online grant writing workshop, attended Fall STEM training, judge cattle at the T.L. Feeder calf show, attended NDSU Extension fall conference in Fargo and presented the 2nd Women in Ag Series at the McClusky Bravera Bank.
It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to approve the 2021 and 2022 Homestead Credit applications for on Lots 9-10, Blk 3, East, McClusky, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

It was moved by County Commissioner Schilling to approve the 2022 Homestead Credit application for on Lot 1, Blk. D, Lot 3, Blk. C, and South part of Block B, all in Wittmayers Addition, Goodrich City, seconded by County Commissioner Dieterle.  Upon roll call vote – Schilling – yes, Dieterle – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.
It was moved by County Commissioner Dieterle to approve the prorated 2023 Veteran’s Credit application for on Lot 3, Schroeder’s Blk., McClusky City, seconded by County Commissioner Schilling.  Upon roll call vote – Dieterle – yes, Schilling – yes, Felchle – yes  Motion carried.

The County Auditor reported the following building permits were issued last month:

John Pfaff, SE4SE4 5-148-75, 28’x12’ screened in porch

Neil Heitzmann, NW4NW4 26-146-76, Garage


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

___________________________________

    ________________________________



County Auditor




Chairperson
